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By way of general rules for the choice of words, so much
must suffice. And these must be qualified by the remark that
what is suitable for one sort of composition may be unsuitable
for another. The broadest line of this kind is that between
poetry and prose; but with that we are not concerned, poetry
being quite out of our subject. There are other lines, however,
between the scientific and the literary styles, the dignified and
the familiar. Our rendering of the passage quoted from Mr
Balfour, for instance, may be considered to fall below the
dignity required of a philosophic essay. The same might, with
less reason, be said of our simplified newspaper extracts; a great
journal has a tone that must be kept up; if it had not been for
that, we should have dealt with them more drastically. But a
more candid plea for the journalist, and one not without weight,
would be that he has not time to reduce what he wishes to say
into a simple and concrete form. It is in fact as much easier
for him to produce, as it is harder for his reader to understand,
the slipshod abstract stuff that he does rest content with. But
it may be suspected that he often thinks the length of his words
and his capacity for dealing in the abstract to be signs of a
superior mind. As long as that opinion prevails, improvement
is out of the question. But if it could once be established that
simplicity was the true ideal, many more writers would be found
capable of coming near it than ever make any effort that way
now. The fact remains, at any rate, that different kinds of com-
position require different treatment; but any attempt to go into
details on the question would be too ambitious; the reader can
only be warned that in this fact may be found good reasons for
sometimes disregarding any or all of the preceding rules. More-
over, they must not be applied either so unintelligently as to
sacrifice any really important shade of meaning, or so invariably
as to leave an impression of monotonous and unrelieved
emphasis.
The rest of this chapter will be devoted to more special and
definite points—malaprops, neologisms, Americanisms, foreign
words, bad formations, slang, and some particular words.
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